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PLAGUE INFECTION IN NEW ORLEANS. 

A detailed list of the 30 cases of human plague recognized and re- 
ported in New Orleans from the beginning of the present outbreak in 
June to date will be found on page 3473 of this issue. It will be 
noted that the last case of human plague occurred September 30. 

A similar statement of the plague-infected rats caught and reported 
up to December 12 will be found on pages 3474-3475. The first 
infected rat was caught July 11. Up to November 30, 208 had been 
caught. 

SMALLPOX. 

THE PROBLEM IT PRESENTS TO THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 

The smallpox experience of the United States has for a number of 
years been unique. Smallpox, as commonly experienced and as 
described in medical textbooks, is a very serious disease with a high 
case fatality rate. In most of the countries of Europe and Asia the 
fatality rate of the disease, as usually recognized, has been generally 
from 10 to 40 per cent. 

For a number of years there has been widely prevalent throughout 
the United States a type of smallpox which is very mild in its mani- 
festations. Many of the cases are so mild that the patient does not 
feel ill enough to take to bed, and in many instances no physician is 
called. The fatality rate from this type of the disease has been, so 
far as can be ascertained, a fraction of 1 per cent, and probably on the 
whole not greater than one death in 500 cases. 

The widespread prevalence of the disease and its present mildness 
are constantly perplexing health departments. The conditions with 
which local health departments In this country are being continually 
confronted are well shown by the following announcement made 
recently by the board of health of Sandusky, Ohio. 

Resolution Adopted by the Board of Health, Sandusky, Ohio. 

November 16, 1914. 
Announcement of the board of health to the public- 
There have been some 60 cases of smallpox in Sandusky during the past Bix months. 
These cases have been of a mild type, so mild in fact that many of those sick have 
242 (3457) 



